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Point of Departure 
"Culture manifests itself in a full realization 
of the equipment at our disposal, by choice, 
by classification, and by evolution." *1 Le 
Corbusier explaining his idea about the 
culture of a society and its tendency in 
seeking happiness and sense of equilibrium. 
Today we are facing great shocks from the 
society: enormous frustration on the economic 
condition and government performance. 
Perhaps most of them come from our pride of 
once being the city of miracles in our history 
of development. Perhaps the insistency on 
certain subject should be re-considered in a 
more cultural and spiritual level. On the other 
hand all the residence are still arranging their 
lives to work and leisure in the city, day by 
day, without interruption; the government 
is still arranging the improvement in public 
facilities by means of city planning and 
construction. We need some breakthrough in 
the next step so that we do not need to make 
blaming but to work in our post to construct 
a new Hong Kong. What is the quality we 
should have in our city? 
of 
The new Government Headquarters project 
is now inviting participation: whether it 
is all out of economic intention to sell 
the old sites and acquire this new one, a 
government headquarters in this city center, 
is one of the steps in realizing the concept 
of this administrative region, representing 
our culture and target to a more efficient 
government operation and use of land 
resource. 
If only we could consider a new Government 
Headquarters in a more cultural and spiritual 
level, we shall see it not representing how 
efficient or . powerful or democratic our 
government could be, but representing the 
whole Hong Kong community's effort from the 
historic past and our vision to the future of 
Hong Kong. 
We do not merely need 
"soul of the city" *2. 
place to work，but 
*1 Le Corbusier, translated by Frederick 
Etchells. The City of Tomorrow and its 
Planning, New York: Dover Publications INC, 
1987，P.34; 
*2 Ditto. P. 58. 
City 
To Zoe and Hui Lok, and those who fall in love with the city 
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Preface 
Weakness of Hong Kong 
Hong Kong is a weak society. The fact is that Hong Kong is lack of a magnificent, major cultural 
background and history. We are a small fishery village 150 years before, and English started to 
rule Hong Kong since 1842. After another two unfair treaty, Hong Kong, including Kowloon and 
New Territory, are totally under colonial governance of England after 1898. Under the English 
ruling, Hong Kong has been politically dominated by the Colonial government. Western culture 
and rules are imported directly to the Hong Kong. 
In the mean time, Hong Kong is still holding a subtle relation with China, with the fact that 
Hong Kong is geographically a peninsula connected to China. This is proved by a few events in the 
Hong Kong history that directly related to the political disturbance in the capital, particularly on 
the Tiananmen Square, the political center of modem China. This is not something magical, rather 
it is natural as we all naturally possess blood and gene of Chinese. 
Hardware and Software 
In the rising years of Hong Kong, we have created a economic miracle here. We could determine 
that it is the result of natural geographical advantage, comprehensive politics and economy, and 
relations with other territories. These resources are the factors that appear in very objective nature. 
They are the hardware of Hong Kong. The software is the quality of people living and working here, 
which is the most complex subject in a society. 
Distinction of Social Character 
Northern and southern Chinese has been identified with distinctive characters. This phenomenon 
had been extensively discussed amount studies in societies. 
There is certain study in genetic composition of northern and southern Chinese. The Gm gene 
in blood type is an example: Southern Chinese usually has Gmafb gene type and northern Chinese 
has Gmag gene type. These scientific evident has raised the interest in its relation to nationality 
and its respective temperament, and spirit. Heredity could be seen as part of the factor, but should 
not be in total. Similar to the case of a city, geographical feature is the primitive factor of a city. 
Developments rely on the living people.(余光中、李歐梵等，2002) 
The scientific research on community character does not base on the rule of good or bad, but 
on the modernization of the society and the people. Do our people have the quality of “modem 
citizen"? By “modem” meaning of the present or a very recent time, and by "citizen" meaning 
member of the city by law: is our spirit suitable for a modem Hong Kong? 
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Politicized Life 
Beijing people has held their life in a politicized way. 
There is an travel experience, which is quite a small observation but reacting a wave in my 
mind. I took the subway back to the region of the hotel. I arrived at the Xidan station and found 
that there are a few shops on the sides of the concourse. They are mainly some ladies' fashion store, 
which attracts certain amount of shoppers. At the end of the row of shops there is a newspaper 
stall showing a variety of “convenient reading material". There are actually quite a lot of choice 
there, surprisingly appear in a country under communistic governance. I had a closer glance on 
the collections and a bit after there is a gentleman came in front of the stall, look for a while at the 
papers and magazine, then ask, Is there any about military?' 
To my surprise again that not much people in Hong Kong will be interested in issues about 
the safety of our place against military invasion. I guess this is the character of the people living in 
such a historic city and being one of the citizens of the big country's capital. With some thoughts I 
believe he may be interested in the current international situation of America and Islamic world. 
How complicated and macroscopic the issues in his mind could be? I appreciate the gentleman for 
his concern and for his message to me. Then I stand away and observe the stall in a whole. I found 
that the signage on top of the stall is not commercial but some slogans educating the citizens about 
“civilized manner of riding a subway train, to let the people alight before aboard", and "civilized 
manner of using an escalator, right for stand and left for hurried move”. 
The newspaper stall is a provider of civic-educational material. 
In this sense Hong Kong's civic education falls a lot behind. 
Social Factors in Space to Spatial Expression of the People 
Architecture is inevitable art. Only because of the nature of building being highly concerned with 
human factors. Domestic architecture serve the human habitation. Civic architecture serve the 
community. The study aims to examine the social factors in urban Hong Kong context, and express 
some of them in architecture. 
In Search of Hong Kong People 
Hong Kong as a colonial city for a hundred and fifty years, she has not developed a major stream in 
culture, nor strong character for herself. This has been traced from the social development on 
every aspect. In colonial government, we used to bear on the British system and even for the people, 
we did not rule and manage ourselves with major political preference. With the comprehensive care 
of British governance, the environment is well developed for urbanization and economic growth. 
The only thing for us is to adopt the system and live our lives. 
After 1997, Hong Kong is designed to rule herself. Whether the political concept of “One 
Country, Two System" is working well may left for the historian to criticize on, but nowadays seems 
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Hong Kong people and the government is still finding the right way of us. The way to be an 
“international” metropolis, under the modem definition of the globe. What role should we play in 
the international theater? 
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People's representatives on banknote 
People's representatives on the People's representatives on the base of Statue of 
Republic Hero 
Political Space 
Tiananmun Square happened to be the south-ward 
shift from the Forbidden City as a symbol of socio-
political center. While preserving a basic concept of 
open space for the public, besides it are some rooms for 
certain political activities, (the courtyard) 
Republic of China 
In 1911, the revolution degraded the Qing governance 
and founded the Republic of China. However the happy 
moment does not last long. There are always some 
quarrels between people who wanted to take over the 
power. Most of them (and the worst) are soldiers and 
some are poets and philosophers. In fact Beijing people 
has great desire and passion in politics and revolution. 
Mainly because it is the capital of a country for 500 
years, representing the highest center of power in 
policies and governance. 
(Jia Yingting, Ye Xiaoyong, Lu Ye, 2000) 
Father of our Natio 
the 5.4 event in 1919 
Yat-sen and 
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It is the major southern gate of the Palace, 
serving only the Emperor in the middle, and 
some bureau on its two sides. The gate is a 
walled building with the wall of about 15 m 
high. The building had been damaged for many 
times in wars and fire accident, and recovered 
final for its purpose as a plaza of the people. It 
is now the biggest plaza in the world, measured 
880m long and 500m wide, with over a million 
people's capacity. 
In 1900, Beijing started its dark age for half a 
century. The spirit is lost and the people, the 
place have no soul because of the invasion from 
the western world. 
This is an example to explain the cultural form 
of urban space. 
chu ban she, 1995) 
(Jia Yingting, Ye 
(Zhongguo di tu 
Shifting and 
Hybridizing of the 
Center 
Going towards the world, the city has 
another symbolized socio-political center. 
Again an axis followed, with both ends 
echoes each other. Here the "Chinese 
Centennial Park" is not fully opened to the 
public, as if conserving the Tiananmun as 
the highest degree of such socio-political 
center. 
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Furniture for control 
Being the only street furniture to stand, 
it also stands for order control as a 
power column of light, P.A. system and 




Day and Night 
Daytime, people are attracted to fly 
‘ - - • nd as if they are 
with spirit of 
a kite, for leisure a £ 
filling up the space 
freedom and relaxing. 
Night time, the landmark on the 
central axis become so prominent, 
almost become a badge of the 
country. 
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The Square Today 
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Ye, 2000) 
Theshold of Government 
Office at “Road of Justice” 
(Zhengyi lu) 
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In the trip to Beijing, 
the city's government 
office besides 
the social affair 
complaining council 
is visited. 
It is clearly seen that 
the people standing 
around the door is 




cancelled out a lot 
of unsatisfaction 
to the government, 
“privately^. 
J 
. 卜 6 6 1 
^ c o ^
 M U O H
 J 3 A 0
 X j u S p J S A O S
 s : ^ 一 
9 S p J 9 X 3 - 9 J
 P 3 0 A V
 p U B
 S P B S J ^ 
£
 s l i p
 p > U 9 1 X 9
 ^ o c
 P > J 3 0 M 
M u 一 「 J 3 g
 I B q i
 p 3 如 ！ } q A v o l D P B 
必p91{S一A
 J ! S 
( 。 V 。 I
 J O
 j u J s i s 9 
d B
 一
 d i i s u l d o
 一
 3 A 9 p
 如
 q s n o H } 




p m s s B
 a s J o l l s l o l A I
 x s n l A I 
g u o H
 u j


































s 、 u 一 q u
 J 3 A O C 5 9 J
 c n
 G B I d
 U M O 
O J
 ^ o c o ^ r t
 J
 ^ S Q 
U q j B 一 J O 如 3 U
 l l s p j j m - o u 一 的 
如 U 一 f 一 3 m
 p S J J S J A 
J S J B S J B J A I
 l ^ c s
 9 m ! d
 q s p p m 
1] 
s u q p a p
 P J B O m 
Soul of the City 15 
Department of Architecture Master of Architecture 2002-03 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong Design Report 
> { 3 0 } S
 3 U 3 A J 3 J U } 
c n
 0001
 J c a d s
 j u m 9 U J 9 A o S 
J 5 U B
 o ^ i c o o w 
S J S P U
 p p U B U J
 J
 U B S J V
 J O
 P B J S 
B U J q u
 c n
 p > 3 £ m 9 J
 M e o ^
 ^ c o f f i 
w s : m j 。 
9 A J j n 0 9 X 3
 J 9 2 U
 I S J ^ f
 S B
 I D W l o s I a 
对这如§1墓Js§。 b o y B d s J J I
 J O
 i U 9 U i q s
 二 q 3 s 3 
J S J 实
 S B
 | > 9 芯 9 1 9 
B M H - l l u
 M i H
 - 9 3 C I I U I U 0 U 
b o y B d a l t J
 J O
 : ^ u 9 U I q
 二
 q B J S W 
. P 9 P 9 P 
3 J 9 M
 S J 3 q l u 3 s
 二 B 《 0 3 0 3 1
 C o 
u o j p s p
 J 0 3 J J P
 pU033的们661 
s u o p o a p 《 6 - 寸 6
 C o
 U O P B J J O ^ S J S L 
. S U O J J B J a l 
q s p p g l o l q s
 S S J O M
 p u B 
句 J O O U I S p
 J O
 3 0 B d 
w l t j
 o j
 p s o l m o u l m 
( S A J J J B
 U 9 U B
 J W 5 U
 ^ 0 £ w > 0 0
 P S B q 
u o p o q s
 1 0 3 J J Q
 i ^ s j !
 j 
M B q
 0 { S B W
 9 s
 J O
 u o { J B § 3 U I O J t I 
M o p n o
 s q s s B I ^
 - S J S J J O
 l u s p m l o u 
: n i 9 p p u i
 I P J n o J i u n f
 9 s 
U 0 { J B J B p 3 Q
 J U 一 O f 
l { s { : i p g — o u } s
 j o
 U O J S n p u o u 
M U 0 5 J
 如 U O J J 
X q
 s j B J
 如3 d
 J O
 u q p n J ^ O J J U J
 a q j , 
S J S J J 3 
宅 B p v
 W 3 p 『 j n 。 9 的
 J O
 d i u q s









 U E j d


























Department of Architecture 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Master of Architecture 2002-03 
Design Report 
Greek Political Space 
Athens)Vgora 400 B.C 
哼/imiM 
The informal setting of 
agora space is an origin 
of religious and political 
spirit with flexibility in 
Shrine 
Bouleuterion 
Temple of Hephaistos 
Temple of Apollo Patroos 
Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios 









At±iens Agora 2^0^.0. 
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When the social policies 
change, the space has a 
new definition too. 
Roman leads a richer 
material life than 
ever, as well as the 
social system such as 
governing structure, 
cultural life. Roman 
is more sophisticate 
on urban space 
requirement, they 
cannot live with the 
simple and purely ritural 
gesture of Greek agora. 
14.HeUenistic building 
15.Temple of Aphrodite 
Ourania 






Soul of the City plate 
Department of Architecture 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 




Forum is the civic centre of Rome. Roman is very much 
concern about enjoyment of life and experience. Their 
Peristyle and colonade building apply on most of the 
function of building including Palace, Residence, 
Barrack, Baths, theatre, market and Basilica (town 
hall|, which has large inheritance from the Greeek 
architecture. 
They prefer using rotunda building setting, first to 
express power and centrality, second is to adjust the 
an^e in axis. 
Recovered Perspectives of Augusta 
Raurica (Ward-Perkins) 
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Self Governance - Noble Monarchy in 
Medieval Age 
San Gimignano 
Piazza deUa Signoria, accompanied with palace of the people, republic 
independent, officials, etc. with other civic and monumental elements, 
.vuA- 'J^-：^^ such as steles and political person statues, parties and lecterns, 
fountains, flags and emblems 
农;：：二希”r^^^BKMr? 
(Favole, 1972) 
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Foligno 
1. piazza Delia Repubblica 
2. Piazza Pulignani 
3. Piazza Matteotti 
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Uffizi connected the 
political plaza through 
offices to the river 
Amo, accentuating 
the relation of the 
city to the river. 
The vanishing of 
perpectives through 
the plaza points to 
the central statue. 
The image of the city 
is presented with the 
composition. 
(Photo by Weichieh Wang, 
1991) 
丨绝 
譽 一 緣 霧 M
 
霍 
The renewal of the place is to commemorate the place of birth 
of the pope, which respect the medieval urban situation 
consideration of the development 
Pienza (Piazza Pius II) 
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“An Urban Interior” -
Campidoglio in Rome 
«« • ui ‘ O" . • 
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To assess Hong Kong for her advantages and disadvantage, three major categories of civilizing 
index are used, the economy, politics and culture. 
Economy 
Economic reform in Hong Kong is not a new issue. Starting from 80s’ when China start its “open 
door" policies, Hong Kong has been stroked to change its own economic structure. In the past, the 
Colonial government promote the image of “free society”. Economically it provides an ideal 
environment for capitalist to invest and develop their business, which boost the economy of Hong 
Kong. Now a free market has brought Hong Kong to an inferior situation in a regional free 
competition. Is the market economy of capitalism still our advantage? 
Comparing to the communist China, without a free economic space, Hong Kong is highly 
advantageous for business accumulation. Starting from 1997, Deng Xiaoping planned to have 
Hong Kong as the leading role in China Cities' transformation in social model. Hong Kong has to 
slow down in development in order to unite with the development in Chinese Cities. Geographically 
Hong Kong started to co-operate with the adjacent downstream Pearl River bank city, forming an 
economic territoiy. Hong Kong and Shenzhen being closely related and similar in economic policies. 
Shenzhen opened as the Special Economic Zone in 1978 following the Open-door policies of China. 
Hong Kong being a manufacturing service provider has set up the territorial division of labour 
within the Pearl River Delta cities, namely Guangzhou, Macao plus Zhuhai, and Shenzhen. Now 
the PRC entered the World Trade Organization, which implied a great leap towards openness. The 
China cities, especially for these SEZ attracted even more foreign investment. Is Hong Kong still the 
only tertiary producer in the region? We need to move forward in our own out-standing direction, 
with our superior quality among the cities. 
The spirit of judiciary and its system are very welcoming to the foreigners, especially for those 
entrepreneurs. We have equal rights and a wide range of freedom. They are very precious among 
the Asian countries which some of them see foreign investments as economic invasion. Of course 
the reason why Hong Kong has been some much welcoming to foreign resources is that we are 
extremely limiting in resource. Capitals, materials, lands, technologies, all these necessary for 
manufacturing industry needs external support. 
People in Economies 
Therefore all we have are some other important factors, the people and the environment. Our 
labours used to be efficient and inexpensive in terms of their working spirit and skill. It is a great 
profit for the businessman to have relatively high quality products from Hong Kong workers. It is 
the golden period for the skillful workers. The time passed when there are competitors in places 
nearby. Pearl River Delta opened up to allow her workers, not as skillful but more potential and 
much cheaper than Hong Kong ones, to work for the foreign investors. With inflation Hong Kong 
life are more and more expensive, so do the people. In the situation we cannot afford to live with 
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simple labour works. Another level of work, service, became our new style of work. This level of 
work has no concrete product. This is an intangible goods, which is not easy to sense the fruit from 
it, but with the social economic relation of primary, secondary, and tertiary product, it is essential 
to the other industries. Some of them are even the bridge between industries, e.g. logistics. This 
ontological working style is our trend. People are getting used to it in time, only the question if we 
are aware of it. 
Environment in Economies 
Hong Kong has proceeded towards a series of land reclamation to hold the places needed for 
development. We have commercial area, industrial area and also housing and new towns on these 
reclaimed lands. Being part of asset, they are highly valuable to the government for they are sold 
constantly for public revenue. Over the change in economic structure it is observed that the use of 
land has been changed dramatically. We developed a lot of industrial zone, but nowadays these 
areas face the problem of low level of usage due to contraction of manufacturing industry. The 
transformation of industrial structure into offices or service center is a potential trend for new 
category of architecture and urban space waiting to be explored. In terms of trading logistic, 
infrastructure and information highways are under extensive development, especially the 
information network is highly comprehensive comparing to the world standard. For taxation, Hong 
Kong is still one of the lowest-taxed free market. (Speech by TDC Chairman Mr. Peter Woo at "Hong 
Kong Business Conference" in New Delhi Wednesday 18 April 2001) 
Environment is not merely the lands, buildings and connections, more important for the 
entrepreneur is the business environment, the law and taxation. Law protects the people's right as 
we consider Hong Kong endorsed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, so that business can 
enjoy an opportunity of fair development. However, there are traces and evidences that bits by bits 
spoiling this major image of Hong Kong. The fairness of judiciary is being questioned due to some 
personal judgments of legal verdicts by some government officials. 
Capitalism and Public Space 
Let's assume that the major merits of Hong Kong are not brought by capitalism.(李歐梵，2002 ’《尋 
找香港人》，P.36) It is a phenomenon but not policies to Hong Kong. And sometimes it appears as 
cause of problems to the society. After the Asian financial crisis in 1998, the people should realize 
the uncontrolled growth of real estate is not healthy in the economic development, and hence the 
social development. Real estate growth is privatizing and commercializing space. We could not 
deny that in a healthy society there should be certain portion of space reserved for public use. One 
of the reason is that the space should serve for different status of people to communicate in order 
to promote a harmonized society. Hong Kong people should seriously think of how to re-structure 
a "state-society synergy"(葉健民、張炳良等 ’ 2000，《再造香港》，p.64) This common ideology in a 
society could be realized through a spatial re-organization. Urban space in Hong Kong is mainly 
composed by discrete development of private properties, without compromising these individual 
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properties are competing for light, air, views, value and visions. How can this spatial quality 
enclose a harmonizing dialogue between individual people or even different social classes? 
Besides, in the sense that there are minority groups in a society, the government has the 
responsibility to incorporate them in the society, which ensures that they have the basic 
conditions and rights. This is also to deal with problem of wide gap of prosperity. To house the 
people in need, spaces composing the environment are the resource for the government to manage. 
Space has to be relatively un-commercialized to them. 
The other reason is that some open space in appropriate scale is needed for cultural and leisure 
activities. Civic place is the category of urban space to accomplish these needs. 
Soul of the City 18 
According to a 1984 survey of foreign investors, the five 
factors which were found to be important in making Hong 
Kong an attractive investment location were: 
1. Freedom to move capital and assets; 
2. Freedom to repatriate earnings and interest; 
3. Low tax ceiling; 
4. Availability of efficient labour; 
5. the stability of Hong Kong Government 
(Tung Ho, 1984) 
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M M 
VictorF.S.Sit (2001) 
Li Chengxian, Zhao Dongmei (2002) 
香港村是亞洲第二大股票市場， 
僅次於日本村。 




Competition? When we look at the evidence from the data, 
Hong Kong is still far leading all the ports and trading 
counterparts in China Cities and the competition is unfair 
inherently because of difference in hardware and software: 
our constitutional environment, freedom, people's education, 
infrastructure, all contribute to this most prefered free 
market in the world. China cities are growing fast, so do 
Hong Kong at 60s，and 70s', so why not let our countiy to 
share a part of the trade and become richer. We ought to 
concentrate on our post in the region as a service provider, 
as we leamt to be in the past twenty years painstakingly. 
2001�i-;r�ns茫央示. 
ri ？ 了 第 七 入 外 • 
2001 T4 A 平均?:iH汝:〈符.ii5210 
截至 2 0 0 1年 9月底 . 
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Tim Nutt & Chris Bale (1997) 
^blic space such as the 
where no matter how wealthy 
；tence of decentralized society. 
Do we want to live in 
mass private housing in 
luxurious facade, with 
31% of our family incom 
to pay the morgage? 
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Those were the place when the people have 
narrow sky operming in the court, and they 
dreamed of fly out and improve the city 
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CP. Lo (1992) 
The message of society synergy is very important. 1 
socialistic public housing is the most typical space 
the city is, the space for the poor and the civic exis 
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Politics 
Going back to a primitive question of the Hong Kong problem: Is the “One Country, Two System" 
suitable for Hong Kong? Ending the colonial governance is a great step to modernization, meaning 
an absolute turn over of imperial hegemonism. The problem is that the transformation to fuse up 
with China system tends to create hybrid system, which itself has a lot of conflicts and suspected 
to fall back in terms of governance system. Now the Basic Laws is the constitution that we have no 
right to violate. The solution to conflict is to over look the ideological issues to certain extent and 
look at the real matters in policies, work that needs to be done to maintain prosperity. 
Executive and Legislative Relations 
Intellectual and practical communication is the key to the nowadays situation. We understand 
that in the Basic Law, Article 59 states that the Government is the Executive Authority, which 
means that most of the law and orders are drafted by the professions of the bureaus. But the Law 
is made ultimately to protect and serve the general public, no doubt that the democratic and 
accountable quality is of vital importance for credible governance. However the governing policies 
did not welcome going on this direction. It is an essential element to emphasize the communication 
of practical issues between the elected Legislative Council and the policies drafters, i.e. the 
Executive Council. 
Executive Authority 
Moreover the Authority is fundamentally given by the people to rule to community, and depends 
very much on the governing intelligence of the officials. In the time of British government, the 
system shown high efficiency because of experience and traditions from British systems. There is 
legislative council, but the civil electoral system of it did not exist until 1985, after the formal 
settlement of the Sino-British Joint Declaration on the Hong Kong problem. After that there is a 
progressive pace towards the modem democracy, especially with the last Governor, Mr. 
Christopher Patten push the whole Council to a fully elected state that raised a great dispute and 
competition in the Sino-British preparation for final stage of handover. 
The Fourth Way to Go 
The unwelcome to fully democratic system in China view is also shown on the drafting of basic law. 
The induction of a complete elected council and elected Chief Executive could only be considered 
for the terms of 2007 of after. The development in such system required a highly sophisticated 
process through current legislative council up to the Central People's Government. The intention of 
China in this matter is to promote a closer social model between Hong Kong and China cities, 
rather than another kind of social divergence after handover. The final result would be a fused up 
relation between the country and our city. The fuse up should not be a uni-directional one, not 
even a centripetal one towards a mean balance. It is a dynamic one enables both to develop in a 
characterized sense. Therefore the “One Country, Two System” concept should let us go neither in 
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one of the system nor some way in-between the two system, but go in the fourth direction out of a 
real “Hong Kong Condition” Our condition of being a world city achieved in a colonial governance, 
and accept to return to country of our own race, which we became the leader and importer of 
modem development in the communist homeland. 
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The ideology of "One Country, Two System" is 
to reduce the difference between Hong Kong 
and China, in order to provide a basis for the 
co-operation, mutual development. However 
the pace and level of development are different. 
Hong Kong's development do not bear on 
political ideology and act. In fact everyone is 
concerning about the economic direction in the 
future, especially with an competitive attitude 
towards China's great leap towards world 
economy system. 
Here are two questions: 
-Why could we be always better than the 1.2 
billion people in China, where we are the same 
race and just a river aside? 
In sake of our own development, should we go 
with idea partly from China and partly colonial 
British, with such a globally unique situation 
(Zhang Bingliang ... [et al.]. 2000) 
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Culture 
Hong Kong culture has not a strong historic origin and context. Therefore most of the cultures we 
are facing are the development of the so-called "sub-culture" Sub-culture is the main stream in 
Hong Kong, it can become decent art and develop the context of its own. Film industry in Hong 
Kong is one of the examples. Film art has only a short history compare to the other classical 
domain. The technical legend behind its development has marked its relation to modernity. As 
being a popular leisure to the people film art has the chance to find a place in urbanizing Hong 
Kong. In Hong Kong, it is a culture of images in general. 
Civilization 
When we are thinking about culture we could easily associate it with civilization. From the culture 
of a place one can see a level of civilization. This is a category of civilization that one cannot see in 
material life, it is spiritual. Nowadays the pace of material and spiritual civilization is different, and 
should be accounted in different ways. Usually in literature, art and philosophy, the spiritual 
civilization is thought to be classics and not to be challenged by time.(余光中、李歐梵等，2002，《尋 
找香港人》，P.5) From these works we see classical values concerning the truth of human beings, the 
environment which some of them are time-less. They are the value of humanities. Hong Kong and 
also some capitalist society have the problem of being fall behind in spiritual civilization. In such 
expensive and materialistic space as in Hong Kong, a space for humanity study, research, and 
even spiritual meditation is needed for the general society.(余光中、李歐梵等，2002 ’《尋找香港人》’ 
P.37) 
Natural Environment and Life 
People often ignore the environment. Therefore normal citizen do not understand the nature of 
planning and the process of plan making. In recent trend of the profession, the public interest and 
the idea of sustainable environment has been raised. In terms of the urban development, 
sustainable character should be induced so that the planning is designed and valid for the future. 
To the general public, a sustainable model of architecture is not the ultimate work to promote this 
development concept. The more important is to promote the basic idea of cycle, cycle of life, city. 
When we relate the life to the natural environment, people should understand and bear in mind 
that the existence of life is the most important thing in human society, and the other questions 
about how to live and what is the intention of living come from it.(余光中、李歐梵等 ’ 2002 ’《尋找 
香港人》，P.67) This is a basic logic of question about life, and could help solve the psychological 
barrier which leads to suicidal behavior. 
Film Notion 
Film industry developed as an entertainment business in Hong Kong. The business nature of the 
industry has revealed a typical Hong Kong phenomenon. Besides the story of a film by Hong Kong 
people shall, in certain extent, be associated with the situation of Hong Kong life, coming from the 
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life experience of the writer in addition to his/her imaginations. We see this manifestation 
particularly in the work of certain contemporary profound directors such as Fruit Chan (陳果)， 
Wong Ka-wai (王家衛)，Mabel Cheung Yuen Ting (張婉停)，Ann Hui (許鞍華)，etc. 
The Industry 
Reading the panoramic view of film industry in Hong Kong, a large portion of it is 
entertaining-based. The result bears not on serious structure and arrangement, but mostly on well 
coincidence, producing unpredictable outcome, good and bad, heaven and hell. Hong Kong film 
industry has been praised as "Hollywood of the East”，but should be counted in the intensity of 
production. The culture of this Hollywood of the east is so different from the one of the west. In the 
process most of the professionals do not attempt to achieve artistic excellence, but incredibly 
efficient works in which many mistakes and many surprise are brought to the audience. This is a 
special feature of Hong Kong film. The mistakes are very much obvious in the technical 
components of the film, which is an important issue due to its dependence on optics and modem 
technologies. 
However without all the producing models to strictly follow, like the Hollywood do, and the film art 
has a chance to develop by chance. They are not in experimental format, in fact mostly intended to 
entertain, create laughter and earn the money. Laughter not just appears in film, but in the living 
attitude of the people. Hong Kong being a highly pressurized place for living, people often face 
intense problems from economies, politics and urban environment. Life would be too tough 
without laughter, and the cinema is a best place for a virtual life experience that brings 
nourishment and enthusiasm. Within the production team, a optimistic and laughter culture is 
observed. In short term, they have irregular working period; in long term, most of them have 
contract terms of work and there is no security for earning the living. Without serious 
professionalism, the working attitude of the team is in high spirits somehow releasing the pressure 
from unstable life and vague expectancy of the product. 
Education, Life, Future 
Modem city like Hong Kong has a lot of miserable reality. That is the cost of social development. 
However there is one kingdom that consist of the purest form of happiness and invulnerable to any 
change in the adult society. It is the kingdom of childhood.(余光中、李歐梵等，2002，《尋找香港人》， 
p. 125) It is important to protect childhood first for the future of the society; second for the 
creativity, aspirations and freedom that we long for. 
The basic goal of education should be to search on personal interests and potentials (謝傲霜編， 
1999，《香港情書》’ P.20}. Through the process of education, the curiosity on truth and interesting 
knowledge is the power to leam and proceed, which is also equivalent to the need for development 
of the society. It is the ideology and thoughts being the vital product of education, actual 
knowledge should be a tool. Hong Kong education tends to emphasize on practical aspects, 
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however we notice that practical knowledge is so superficial that cannot catch up the social 
ideological change.(謝傲霜編 ’ 1999，《香港情書》，p.6) In consequence the child from the system 
could not create a social environment that catch up with the modem society. 
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Life is like a drama, and tl 
presenting our lives. 
-put a set and an open theatre on the civic place 
so that we always remember this. 
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Culture from Basics of Life 
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Architectural Studies and Design 
New Government Centre，Tamar Site 
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Architectural Civic Presence 
-Sociological Interpretation of Civic Space 
There is a debate on civic space in the 21st century. "Civic space” is the product of that moment of 
faith in centralized government，during the years of the welfare state, and that it should have a 
‘glorious future' if the political engagement of local government with the nation', according to 
Sunand Prasad, architect and CABE commissioner. The situation is sited in the heart of South 
Bank Centre in London for a controversial redevelopment. The critics argue for a more considerate 
planning system of urban spaces, from a top-down regulatory one to an enabling one. The more 
general idea of pleasure-seeking and fulfillment of utilizing 'public' space has been merged 
mistakenly with civic space, film-maker Patrick Keiller points out that the quality of civic space 
should not associate with the intended function of a place. These viewpoints stated the pure and 
expressive nature of civic space. 
While being symbolic, civic architecture also holds its specific functions. The study of political 
authority through architecture by Charles T. Goodsell has demonstrate the relationships between 
the political power of governors and the governed has been emerged through architecture, and by 
comparison of the council chamber in three divided historical period. They are the period for 
Traditional Chambers from 1865-1920，Mid-century Chamber from 1920-1960, and the 
Contemporaiy Chamber from 1960-present. This study through time has come to a conclusion 
that there is a trend of growing intimate political relation, which is clearly a result of a more 
democratic and egalitarian society. He had chosen the council chamber in studying politics as it 
clearly pose the issue of how official authority relates to the ordinary citizen. And from a deliberate 
definition to civic space, he defines, by two matrices of comparison, civic space is (1) state owned 
(governmental), (2) publicly accessible, (3) ceremonial, and (4) enclosed, in which the fourth one 
that clear states that the civic space to be 'essentially inside，，raise my question on the importance 
of spiritual quality of the civic space versus the physical definition and functional implication of the 
space. In fact Goodsell himself stated that ‘civic space is highly utilitarian as well as highly 
symbolic'. 
Architect Curtis Fentress see in his early projects the relationship of symbol and function as 
the interdependent shapes of the yin-yang symbol: the architect's chance to interpret the city's 
image and also being an everyday use of civic functions such as the license office. From sociological 
view point, the issue is stated more comprehensively by Saskia Sassen, who identify the 
globalization and digitalization as the 'major dynamics afoot in the world today', that she suggested 
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that we have to 'rethink the connection between economics and civic space，. It is the economic 
nature of the space and the global economy that contribute to the future of civic space, in which 
there 'must be something to do with creating space where our differences can gather'. Civic space 
is both representing social values and functions in the form of economy. 
Evidence from anthropology told us that civic space has been existed for at least ten thousand 
years. The remains of a complex of buildings in Turkey that dated from about 8000 B.C., has been 
analyzed as "clearly extends beyond a sheltering or agricultural function." The interior space has 
also been architecturally elaborated with decoration of plaster, painting, pilasters and upright 
stone. The ground plan also shown evidence of transformation in formal configuration through 
time. 
The purely ritual message of Greek agora is presented by its symbolism as a cosmic 
imperative. The political discussions that take place there is not the same as the Forum in Rome, 
defining the relation of speaker and the attention of the civil public. The functions of these 'plaza' 
are different. Agora is just a space defined by building around and has no functional implication. 
The Forum is has more formal language and functionally implication as solemn political order. 
In modem civic architecture, we see a more rigid integration of symbols and function. 
Designers such as Rob Wellington Quigley, Antoine Predock, Rebecca Binder, Koning Elizenberg, 
and William Bruder have conveyed a sense of community in their design. While emphasizing on the 
scale and sense of the place to be recognizable as a place of importance and as a design that 
embodies its physical and social community, taking the form of outdoor space, people is 
concerning on the security, low maintenance, and low visibility. Critic and designer Reed Kroloff 
sees the appropriate civic architecture should connect people to the underlying forces shaping a 
particular place, which this sense of place has often been obscured by urban development, and 
should also accommodation the multifaceted needs of a modem society, which is the functional 
amenities of the social needs. Will Bruder's central library in Phoenix is "a big shed that reminds us 
of the city's history as an agricultural depot" and it is "condensing current reality" in one place by 
collecting all the amenities of a modem library in the architecture. 
Architects Richard Stacy expressed that the city of nowadays shows high diversity where the 
traditional coherence of the community gathering in creating a ciuitas are hidden and implicit. The 
task of modem civic architecture is to explore these hidden elements that form a community rather 
than imposing new style in it. 
In fact the civic architecture itself has no style, it is already the embodiment of the community. 
I would describe the civic architecture has its quality in general, the quality being universal but not 
explicit in all community. 
Symbolic Form of Governance 
Le Corbusier's main assembly of General Assembly in Chandigarh, India has symbolism of 
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‘cap，of the cooling tower symbolize Summer and Winter sun in Indian cosmology and the crescent 
symbolizes both the moon and the paths of heavenly bodies. Viljo Revell's design in Toronto City 
Hall, Toronto, Canada, has diversely interpreted in it symbol on government and legislation entity, 
what ever can be imagined, therefore superficiality of formal symbolism should be avoided. 
Symbols of tradition, governing philosophy, civil rights, global assemblage... all have been 
frequently demonstrated in all kind of local civic building, seemingly welcoming but manifesting 
solemn of government representing a place. 
Public Involvements 
The New German Parliament/ Reichstag by Foster and Partners in 1999，has welcome the 
people to walk on the spiral ramp up to the top of the parliament hall, symbolizing the public 
involvement in monitoring the government and council meeting. This resemble of classical dome in 
glass has a high contrast in its lightness to the heavy stone building damaged in WWII. Although 
the idea is a symbolic, the spatial experience raise could the interest of general public in 
parliament debate, and the relation between public and government could be improved through 
this space of intermediate between people and the government. The parliament house in Canberra, 
Australia by MGT has similar approach that people can walk up slope on the above of the 
parliament, showing that the people's ownership and bearing a higher status than the house 
representatives and their government. 
Volume and Density 
Volume and density are symbols of modem city. The James R. Thompson Center by 
Murphy/Jahn in Chicago, Illinois, and Tokyo City Hall by Kenzo Tange in Tokyo, Japan, both 
express a large-scale administrative functions rather than local political power. Functions and 
capacity has the implication of vast and well-organized team of civil servant, however volume also 
lower the level of transparency and the black box effect is emerged. 
Accessibility 
Dallas City Hall by I.M Pei & Partners in Taxas, USA, has shown welcoming relations from the 
open space due to the inclined angle of the building. Accessibility also has a physical expression in 
the sense of scale and articulation of entrance. Richard Meier's Hague City Hall and Library in 
Netherlands has the public space and semi public space well integrated on ground floor, creating a 
welcoming gesture physically and visually. 
Defining Hong Kong Civic Space 
Civic space implies the social meaning as stated by the people who inspired, built, arranged and 
use it. It is the evidence of people's value on economy, politics，culture and civilization. The design 
of a Government Headquarters for Hong Kong is the civic architecture of the people. In this 
"Informational City" as Hong Kong, the spatial design should reflect the following three levels of 
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sociological issues, through programs, spatial configurations and symbolism. 
Economy 
The value of public space should be emphasized in civic space, as it is by nature a 
public-accessible space. In Hong Kong there is generally a trend of privatization of space. While 
spaces being stratified by ability of purchase, the value of public space is declining and needs 
urgent conservation. The message of society synergy is very important. Public space such as the 
socialistic public housing is the most typical space where no matter how wealthy the city is, should 
be reserved for the poor and the civic existence of a decentralized society. 
Politics 
The ideology of "One Country，Two System" is to reduce the difference between Hong Kong and 
China, in order to provide a basis for the co-operation, mutual development. However the pace and 
level of development are different. In sake of Hong Kong's appropriate development in such a 
globally unique situation, we should not go with idea partly from China and partly colonial British. 
The direction should be more self-dependent. 
The magnificent civil power of the city, which is also the major user of the headquarters, 
should be in a highly respectful spatial position. 
Culture 
Hong Kong culture has not a strong historic origin and context. High culture in a society is the 
creation and enjoyment of only a small portion of people. However, sub-culture is the culture of 
majority of people. Film industry in Hong Kong is one of the examples. Film art has only a short 
history compare to the other classical domain. The technical legend behind its development has 
marked its relation to modernity. As being a popular leisure to the people film art has the chance to 
find a place in urbanizing Hong Kong. The film produced by the people is also expressing the social 
desire in the heart, like in time we find that the laughter in movie is most amusing in case that 
Hong Kong people is so oppress in real life, and the virtual space of film allow them to liberate their 
passion and optimism of life. A theatre setting of the space or even the program of a theatre in the 
civic space can help to remind people of their dramatic culture projected in life. 
Guangdong people love to eat. They promote the enjoyment of food to a-state-of-art level, 
which food is the basic need of people since human exists. In this time of economy, knowledge, 
information, technology…the best way of enjoyment could be a favourable meal of any cuisine you 
love, by the shore of the Victoria Harbour, the harbour of our city. 
"Architectural Civic Presence" is the manifestation of civil society through the design 
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Le Corbusier, 
main assembly of 
General Assembly, 
Chandigarh, India. 
The ‘cap' of the 
cooling tower 
symbolize Summer 
and Winter sun in 
Indian cosmology 
and the cresent 
symbolizes both the 
moon and the paths 
of heavenly bodies. 
Viljo Revell, Toronto 
City Hall, Toronto, 
Canada, 1965. This 
design has diversely 
interpreted, 




should be avoided. 
Symbols of tradition, governing philosophy, 
civil rights, global assemblage... all have been 
frequently demonstrated in all kind of local civic 
building, seemingly welcoming but manifesting 
solemn of government representing a place 
(Curtis W. ；Robert Campbell... [et al.], 2002) 
Oscar Niemeyer, National Congress of 
Brasilia in 1958 (above), and United 
Nation headquarters in New York both 
has a Secretariat slab rising above a 
sculptural General Assembly. 
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Public Involvement 
(Curtis W. ;Robert Campbell... [et al.l, 2002) 
The New German Parliament/ Reichstag 
by Foster and Partners in 1999, has 
welcome the people to walk on the spiral 
ramp up to the top of the parliament hall, 
symbolizing the public involvment in 
monitoring the government and council 
meeting. This resemble of classical 
dome in glass has a high contrast in its 
lightness to the heavy stone building 
damaged in WWII. Although the idea is 
a symbolic, the spatial experience raise 
could the interest of general public in 
parliament debate, and the relation 
between public and government could 
be improved through this space of 
intermediate between people and the 
government. Below is the parliament 
house in Canberra, Australia by MGT has 
similar approach that people can walk 
up slope on the above of the parliament, 
showing that the people's ownership and 
bearing a higher status than the house 
representatives and their • 
liiiii 丄!rlJ 
(Curtis W. Fentress ； Robert Campbell... (et al.l, 2002) 
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Volume and density are symbols of modem city. 
These two example both express a large-scale 
administrative functions rather than local political 
power. Functions and capacity has the implication 
of vast and well-organized team of civil servant, 
however volume also lower the level of transparency 
and the black box effect is emerged. 
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Accessiblity 
(Curtis W, Robert Campbell... (et al.], 2002) 
I.M Pei & Partners 
Dallas City Hall, 
Taxas, USA, 1977 
Welcoming Relations 
from the open sp 
due to the inclined 
an^e of the building 
Richard Meier 
Hague City Hall 
and Library， 
Netherlands, 1995 
Public space and 
semi public space 
well integrated on 
graound floor, creating 
a welcoming gesture 
physically and visuUy 
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New German Chancellery 
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First Floor Plan 
The German government raised international 
competition in 1993 and 95 for a new symbol of 
government head in Berlin in replace of the former 
one in Bonn. It signs the reunification of Germany 
and rebuilding of the country's former capital. 
The unpublic space needed to be democratic in spirit, 
it serve as symbol of openness to citizens and visitors. 
It takes a form of 'civic forum space between office 
buildings on north and south side and federal centers 
connected the whole axis of Torum,. The spaces are 
intimate and relieving. 
39 
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Austin City Hall 
Texas, USA, 2003 
Austin, being a dynamic 
warehouse district, is 
transformed rapidly into 
a tight grid of nightspots, 
mid-rise offices and 
housing. The architect's 
intention is to reflect the 
warm and informality 
character of Austin. The 
building angles away 
and standing in contrast 
to the formal grid. The 
design also resemble the 
geometrical form of the 
slope with its low profile 
and terraced layers. By 
also using material and 
color geographically 
appear in the district, 
the building is highly 
integrated with the 
environment on site with 
the town lake below the 
slope. 
(Curtis W. Fentress ； Robert Campbell... (et al.|, 2002) 
jt 
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Design Report 
Schedule of Accommodation for 
Central Government Complex 
Facilities Gross Floor Area 
(GFA) 
Low-Rise Block 8,000 
-The Chief Executive's Office 5,000 
-The Executive Council and its Secretariat 3,000 
High-Rise Block(s) 147,200 
Private Offices of Principal Officials 7,600 
-Private Offices of Secretaries of Departments 2,100 
-Private Offices of the Directors of Bureaux 5,500 
••丨|丨丨林111:川_丨|||丨|||丨丨1丨||丨| Ml ^ m 125,970 
Offices of all Bureaux 87,840 
Offices of Department of Justice, Administration 
Wing, Central Policy Unit, Efficiency Unit and Press 
Offices, etc. 
38,130 
Ancillary Facilities 13,630 
Contingency 4,800 
Total 160,000 
Appendix: Building Programme from Government Tender 
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Schedule of Accommodation for 
Legislative Council Complex _ 
Facilities Gross Floor Area 
(NOFA) (M2) 
Low Block 6,297 
-Chamber 1,540 
-Ante-Chamber 300 
-Go门 fere门Room 1,862 
-Public Information 700 
-Dining hall and Kitchen 370 
-President's office, meeting room, waiting area and 
staff offices and Office for President's Deputy 
160 
-Entrance foyer/reception hall/group reception 
area/exhibition area/video-showing are/lockers for 
the public 
600 
-Entrance for Members 150 
-Ancillary areas 300 
-Key Secretariat Staff and Government Officials' 
room 265 
-Building management room (part) 50 High Block(s) 11,985 
-Facilities for the Redress System 275 
-Member's area: offices, meeting rooms and 
waiting areas 5,380 
-Staff Offices 3,095 -Library 850 
-Administration Facilities, Securities and Building 
Management Offices 1,730 
-TV production facilities 200 
-Cafeteria, Kitchen and Coffee Lounge 400 
-Souvenir kiosk and storage 55 
Total 18,282 
Appendix: Building Programme from Government Tender 
Department of Architecture 
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Schedule of Accommodation for 
Exhibition Gallery 
Exhibition Area 
• Model Display Area 
• Permanent Exhibition Area on Planning's Infrastructure 
• Multi-purpose Exhibition Areas 
• Audio-Visual Room 
m! 
7,500 
2.0 Administrative Facilities 
3.0 Public Education Facilities 
• Seminar/Conference Hall 
• Briefing/Meeting Rooms/Classrooms 
300 
1,500 
Visitor Services Facilities 
• Reception / Information/Publication/Resource Centre 
• Restaurant 
• Book Shop and Souvenir Shop 
2,200 
5.0 Exhibit Storage and Ancillary Facilities 
6.0 Circulation Spaces and other Supporting Facilities 
500 
4,000 
Total Gross Floor Area (GFA) 
(see Note 1) 16,000 
7.0 Covered car parking spaces for 85 private cars and 15 coaches for 
public use, and loading/unloading area for 8 goods vehicles 
Floor Space Reception, ticket booth and lobby area 
Requirements: 
Organized group reception area (incl. locker and storage 
area) 
Information and resource centre 
Souvenir shop and book shop 
Gross Floor Area (GFA)= 
(see Note 1) 
Floor Space Model Display Area 
Requirements : (To accommodate a physical model of HKSAR together with 
other audio-visual and hi-tech presentations/displays, 
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